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LETTERS 

TO 

SABBATH-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 



LETTER I. 

My dear Children,— After an absence 
of more than twenty years in India, I lately 
returned to this country, and wish to tell 
you something of the people among whom 
I have been dwelling. 

In India, there are about one hundred and 
thirty millions of people. Most of these 
are heathens, and of course know nothing of 
the true God, nor of the Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. They say that there is one God, 
whom they call Brahm ; but his character 
is entirely different from the character of Je- 
hovah. He is never worshipped, nor has 

3 
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he a single temple erected to his honour 
throughout all Hindoostan; and the real 
cause of this is, because he is so profoundly 
asleep, that he neither knows nor cares 
about mortals. Do you then ask me whom 
the heathen worship ? I answer, they wor- 
ship Three Hundred and Thirty Millions 
of gods. They are of all colours— some 
black— some white — some fed— some blue. 
They worship gods of all shapes, some in 
the form of beasts, some in the form of men. 
They worship gods who ride on elephants, 
on peacocks, on rats, and on serpents. 
They worship gods holding such weapons 
as spears, clubs, bows and arrows. They 
worship gods who fight and quarrel with 
each other. They worship gods who lie, 
steal, commit murder and the vilest crimes. 
They worship gods who pour out their 
curses when they cannot succeed in their 
wicked plots, and who invent all kinds 
of lying tales to hide their wickedness. 
Brumha, Vishnu and Siva form what is 
called the Hindoo triad, and are the princi- 
pal gods. Brumha is a liar— Vishnu a 
thief — Siva as deep in guilt as either of the 
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others. Thus you see what wicked beings 
the people of India worship. But not only- 
do they worship false gods, but they worship 
images or idols, which they say represent 
these gods. These idols are generally kept 
in temples, some of which are much larger 
than any temples which you ever saw. 
Once a year, or oftener, these idols are 
brought out from the temples and put on 
great chariots, called cars. To the front 
part of these cars are attached great 
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ropes. When these cars are to he drawn, 
many people take hold of the ropes and 
drag the god around the temple. Behind 
these cars, poor deluded creatures roll over 
and over as long as the cars are drawn, 
and often injure themselves very much. 
•They do this in order to fulfil some vows 
which they have made to their gods in 
times of sickness, or other distress. Some 
of the idols are very horrid in their appear 
ance, as you will see from the picture of 
Juggernaut, on the preceding page. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



■ABBATH-8CH00L CfltLDRBN. 



LETTER II. 

My dear Children :— In my first letter I 
told you that the heathen people of India 
worship many gods. They worship god- 
desses also. I must tell you of two of these. 
One is the goddess Karle, and the other is 
Gunga. Karle is the wife of Siva. She is 
represented as a very black female with four 
*rms. She wears two dead bodies for ear- 
rings, and a necklace of skulls. The heads 
of several giants are hung as a girdle round 
her body. She drinks the blood of the giants 
whom she slays, and is represented with 
their blood flowing down upon her bosom, 
and with her tongue hanging down to her 
chin. Such, it is said, is her thirst for blood, 
that being unable at one time to procure any 
giants for her prey, in order to quench her 
thirst, she cut her own throat, that the blood 
issuing thence might spout into her mouth ! 
She delights in human sacrifices, and is said 
to be pleased a thousand years with the sa- 
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crifice of one man, and a hundred thousand 
years with the sacrifice of three. She is 
much pleased when people burn their bodies 
with the lighted wick of a lamp, or cut off 
pieces of their flesh and offer them as burnt- 
sacrifices to her. 

As you would expect, the people who 
worship such goddesses are a very wretched 
as well as a very wicked people. Thieves 
pay their devotions to her in order to obtain 
help to carry on their wicked purposes. 
They meet together in gangs, and after 
having offered bloody sacrifices and drank 
some intoxicating liquor and rubbed their 
bodies with oil, and after having worship- 
ped their instruments of destruction, they 
sally forth to their work of plunder. They 
have a prayer which they offer, when they 
worship these instruments of destruction. It 
is as follows : " O instrument, formed by the 
goddess, Karle commands thee to cut a pas- 
sage into the house — to cut through stones, 
bones, bricks, wood, the earth and moun- 
tains, and cause the dust thereof to be car- 
ried away by the winds." Do you not 
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dunk, my dear children, that when these 
wicked people imagine that the very being 
whom they worship helps them to plunder 
and steal, they must be very cruel ? They 
axe so, as I will tell you in my next letter. 
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LETTER HI, 

My dear Children :— There is a lawless 
race of the Hindoos, whose profession it is, 
from generation to generation, to obtain 
their living by murder. They are called 
Thugs, or Phansiagars. Karle, the bloody 
goddess of whom I have already made men- 
tion, is their protectress. To her they as- 
cribe their origin, their laws and their ritual 
observances. They are scattered all over 
India, and murder immense numbers of peo- 
ple, by suddenly casting a phansi, or noose, 
over their heads, and strangling them. This 
they do for the purpose of getting their pro- 
perty. When they rob, they always com 
mit murder. Sometimes a gang consists of 
sixty or seventy persons. Those whom 
they rob are travellers whom they fall in 
with on the road. Not unfrequently two or 
three of a gang will take up their station in 
a choultry f or native rest-house, where the 
traveller stops to rest at night, and while he 
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Bleeps, they rouse him from sleep, and cast 
*he noose over his head and strangle him. 

Generally the Thugs attack single tra- 
vellers. I have read of one instance where 
forty-two persons were destroyed by them at 
one time. If a dog accompanies those whom 
they strangle, they always destroy it, lest the 
faithful creature should lead to the discovery 
of the grave of his master. They think it a 
meritorious act to give a part of the plunder 
they obtain to their goddess. If they fail in 
putting a person to death in what they think 
is the proper manner, they imagine that they 
have committed an offence against her, and 
make an offering to appease her. 

These people never destroy the very 
small children of those whom they murder. 
They take care of them, and bring them up, 
as they bring up their own children, to their 
dreadful profession. These children are 
placed under the care of tutors, in order that 
they may instruct them skilfully to murder 
their fellow-men. Sometimes the father be- 
comes the instructor of his son. By him he is 
taught that it is just as proper to kill a man 
as it is to kill a snake which lies in his path 
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and which would bite him as he passes. In 
the mean time, he is allowed a small part of 
the plunder, in order to give him an appe- 
tite for crime, since it is only by murder that 
this plunder is obtained. It is not, however, 
until he becomes a man, that he is permitted 
to do the dreadful deed ; and to prepare him- 
self for it, he usually devotes at least eight 
or ten years. Before he can commit a mur- 
der, his tutor must present him with a noose. 
This sets him loose upon the world as a 
licensed murderer. Had you been born in 
India, my dear children, some of you, per- 
haps, might now be in training to become 
such robbers. How thankful ought you to 
be to your heavenly Father that you were 
not born in a heathen but in a Christian 
land! 

When people become old, they need, in a 
peculiar manner, the comforts of the religion 
of Jehovah to support them and make them 
happy ; but the aged Thugs, of course, can 
have none of these comforts. Though 
bowed down by the weight of years, and 
though, through infirmity, they are unable 
any longer to pursue their dreadful calling, 
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yet they do not quit the service in which 
their early life has been spent. They act 
as watchers ; procure intelligence, and de- 
coy the unsuspecting traveller by some well- 
feigned tale of distress into some remote 
spot, where he is cut off by violence. 
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LETTER IV. 



My dear Children :— I must teU you of 
scenes, still more shocking, if possible, than 
those which I have previously been describ- 
ing. In India, at a place called Goomsoor, 
near Madras, there is a set of people called 
Khonds, who offer up human sacrifices of a 
very horrid nature. Those who are offered 
up are stolen from the low country, or are 
brought and sold to them. If children, they 
are kept till they attain a proper age. This 
cruel ceremony is thus performed. When 
the appointed day arrives, the Khonds assem- 
ble from all parts of the country, dressed in 
their finery : some with bear-skins thrown 
over their shoulders ; others with the tails of 
peacocks flowing behind them, and the long 
winding feather of the jungle-cock waving 
over their heads. Thus decked out, they 
dance, leap and rejoice, beating drums and 
playing on an instrument somewhat like the 
Highland pipe. In the afternoon the pre* 
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siding priest, with the aid of his assistants, 
proceeds to fasten the unfortunate victim to 
a strong post, which has been firmly fixed in 
the ground; and there, standing erect, he suf- 
fers the cruel torture of having the flesh cut 
from the bones in small pieces, by the knives 
of the savage crowd, who rush on him and 
contend with each other for a portion. Great 
value is attached to the first morsel cut out 
from the poor creature's body, as it is sup- 
posed to possess greater virtues. 

In Guddapoor, another and equally cruel 
sacrifice frequently precedes this. A trench 
seven feet long is dug, over which a human 
being is suspended alive by the neck and 
heels, which are fastened with ropes to stakes 
firmly fixed in the ground at each end of the 
excavation, so that, to prevent strangulation, 
he is compelled to support himself with his 
hands over each side of his grave. The 
presiding priest, after performing various 
ceremonies in honour of their goddess, takes 
an axe and inflicts six cuts at equal distances 
from the heels to the back of the neck, re- 
peating the numbers one, two, three, <fcc., as 
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he proceeds Rondi, Rendi, Munjee, Nalje, 
Chingi, Sajgi, and at the seventh, Argi, cuts 
off his head. The body falls into the pit, 
and is covered with earth. Had you been 
born in that part of India, some of you, my 
dear children, might have been kidnapped 
and taken up to Goomsoor to be sacrificed 
to these idols. 

About nine years ago, child-stealing was 
a very frequent thing in Madras, the city 
where I lived for several years before coming 
to America. Numerous parents were deso- 
late from having lost their children, and so 
frequent was the occurrence, that "there 
was a great cry" there, as there was a great 
cry in Egypt of old. It is not improbable 
that these children were taken to Goomsoor 
to be sacrificed. 

In the year 1838, Captain Campbell rescued 
many children from them. He says, " I have 
been most fortunate in my late expedition 
among the wild Khonds of Goomsoor, and 
have rescued no less than one hundred and 
three children of various ages, who were 
intended for sacrifice by these barbarians 
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These children are now at head-quarters, 
and form a most interesting group, happy, 
(such of them as were aware of their situa- 
tion,) in having escaped the fate which 
awaited them." 
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LETTER V. 

My dear Children :— I will now proceed 
to tell you something about the goddess 
Gunga. This goddess (who, it is said, was 
produced from the sweat of Vishnu's foot, 
which Brumha caught and preserved in his 
alms-dish) came down from heaven and 
divided herself into one hundred streams 
which are the mouths of the Ganges. All 
castes (as the various sects or classes of peo- 
ple are called) worship her. The holy books 
of the Hindoos declare that the sight, the 
name, or the touch of Gunga, or the river 
Ganges, takes away all sin. Bathing in it 
has blessings of which no one can conceive. 
This river is considered particularly holy 
where it meets the ocean Hence, the cele- 
brity of the island called Saugor. This is 
the spot where hundreds of mothers annu- 
ally, in times past, used to throw their 
children into the waters, to be devoured by 
crocodiles; and the spot, too, where these 
mothers bewailed the sacrifice as lost, if 
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these children were not devoured hefore 
their eyes by these crocodiles. Thus you 
see what hard-hearted creatures a false reli- 
gion can make even of mothers. The Bri- 
tish government in India will not now allow 
them to throw their children into the waters, 
at that place ; but such sacrifices will never 
be stopped, until the gospel of Jesus Christ 
shall teach heathen mothers to make no 
more vows that they will devote their off- 
spring to heathen gods. 

For people to die on the edge of the river 
Ganges, or to die partly buried in the stream, 
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drinking its waters while their bodies are 
besmeared with mud, is considered very 
holy. On this account, when a person is 
expected to die, he is hurried down to the 
river, whether willing or unwilling. 

Sometimes the wood which the people 
bring to burn their bodies is piled up before 
their eyes. O what cruelty! After it is 
supposed that they are dead, and they are 
placed on the pile of wood, if they should 
revive and attempt to rise, their bodies are 
supposed to be possessed with the devil, 
and they are beaten down with a hatchet or 
bamboo. 

If you, my dear children, were to live on 
the banks of the Ganges, you might in one 
place see two or three young men carrying 
a sick female to the river. Should you ask 
them what they are going to do with her, 
perhaps they would reply, " We are going to 
give her up to Gunga, to purify her soul 
that she may go to heaven, for she is our 
mother." In another place you might see 
a father and mother sprinkling a beloved 
child with muddy water, endeavouring to 
soothe his dying agonies by saying, "It 
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Is blessed to die by Gunga, my son; to 
die by Gunga, is blessed, my son." In 
another place you might see a person seated 
in the water, accompanied by a priest, who 
pours down the throat of the dying man 
mud and water, and cries out, " O mother 
Gunga, receive his soul." Thus he is suffo- 
cated and murdered in the name of religion. 

Sometimes strangers are left on the banks 
without undergoing the ceremony of drink- 
ing Granges water. Of these, some have 
been seen creeping along with the flesh 
half eaten off their bones by the birds, others 
with their limbs torn by dogs and jackals, 
and others partly covered with insects. 

After a person is taken down to the river, 
if he should recover, it is looked upon as a 
great misfortune by his friends. He be- 
comes an outcast. Even his own children 
will not eat with him, nor afford him the 
least accommodation. People frequently 
drown themselves in the Ganges, their holy 
books declaring that by this act they will go 
to heaven. One way in which they drown 
themselves is as follows : — The devotee pro- 
ceeds in a boat to the middle of the river, 
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accompanied by one or more priests to offi- 
ciate on the occasion. He takes with him a 
supply of cord and water-pans, which are 
fastened to the neck and shoulders. While 
they remain empty, he floats. These are 
filled by the friends in the boat, or by the 
devotee himself as he is carried buoyant 
along the current. When they are filled, 
they sink, and drag him down to the bottom, 
amidst the incantations of the priests and 
the rejoicings of friends and the shouts of 
the multitudes on the shore. A few gurgling 
bubbles arise on the surface and speedily 
disappear, and the poor superstitious crea- 
ture is seen no more. Little children are 
sacrificed to the goddess Gunga by their 
own mothers in consequence of some vows 
they have made to her. When the time to 
sacrifice them has come, they take them 
down to the river, and encourage them to go 
in it so far as to be taken away by the 
stream, or they are pushed oflf by their de- 
luded parents." 
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LETTER VI. 

My dear Children:— I alluded in my 
first letter to Juggernaut. The meaning of 
the word Juggernaut is " The Lord of the 
world." By looking at the picture, you will 
perceive that his image has a most frightful 
countenance. His temple, at Orissa, is pro- 
bably the most celebrated temple in India. 
Hundreds of thousands from all parts of the 
country flock to it, some of whom measure 
the whole distance of their journey with 
their bodies, as we measure a board by a 
rule. The aged, the weak, the sick under- 
take it as a remedy for all evils. Thousands 
die on their pilgrimage to and from the tem- 
ple. Near the temple, the bones and skulls 
of the poor pilgrims exceed calculation. 
Dogs, jackals and vultures live on their 
bodies. Especially do the pilgrims die in 
large numbers on their way from the tem- 
ple. In many cases they have not sufficient 
money to buy food. The work of death 
then becomes rapid, and the route of the 
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pilgrims may be traced by the bones left by 
the jackals and vultures. The country near 
the temple seems as if it had been visited 
by pestilence and famine. Dead bodies are 
seen in every direction. When Juggernaut 
is placed on his car and drawn around the 
temple, poor deluded pilgrims sometimes 
throw themselves under its wheels and are 
crushed to death. The god is said to smile 
when this is done. Near the city of Jug- 
gernaut, are to be seen crowds of poor de- 
luded creatures, some remaining all day with 
their heads on the ground and their feet in the 
air : others with their bodies entirely cover- 
ed with earth: while some are cramming 
their eyes with mud and their mouths with 
straw. Others are to be seen extended in a 
pond of water. One has his foot tied to his 
neck, another has a pot of fire on his breast, 
or is enveloped in a net-work of ropes. 

I have already told you that the sacred 
books of the Hindoos encourage people to 
destroy themselves, promising heaven as a 
reward for such acts. On this account, 
many throw themselves from precipices and 
are dashed to pieces. Others bury them- 
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selves alive in graves which their own rela- 
tions have dug. Others drown themselves, 
as I have said, in sacred rivers. The most 
celebrated of all the acts performed for 
these purposes is, what is called the suttee. 
This consists of a large pile of wood, on 
which is placed the dead body of the father, 
and with which is burned the living body 
of the mother. Thus these poor deluded 
mothers leave their children, because their 
holy books say that it is their duty to burn 
themselves with the bodies of their hus- 
bands. They also declare to them that by 
this act, not only their own, but all the sins 
of their husbands (though they had been 
murderers) shall be forgiven. The British 
authorities in India will not allow these 
suttees any more in their dominions; but 
they are still common in twenty provinces in 
that country. Let me give you an instance. 
Some time ago the king of Edur died. On 
the morning of the burning of his body, four- 
teen persons were taken down and burned 
with it, before all the assembled people of 
Edur. Had you, my dear children, been 
born in India, some of you who now have 
3 
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mothers would have "been without them. 
Ought you not then to be thankful for that 
religion which has taught your mothers not 
to burn themselves on a funeral pile ; but to 
live as long as God will preserve them, that 
they may take care of you ? 
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My dear Children :— The Hindoo re- 
ligion tends to make its worshippers a very 
cruel people. Their cruelty is manifested 
by the evils they inflict both on themselves 
and others. Some of these I have already 
mentioned. I will mention a few more; 
There is a class of people called Yogis, or 
devotees. In these are included many who 
call themselves Fakeers. Their object is 
the same with that of the Sanyasi, which is 
to root out every human feeling. They in- 
flict great torture upon themselves. Some 
keep their hands clenched until the nails 
grow into the flesh. Others hold both arms 
upright, until they become shrivelled into 
stumps. Some hang over a slow fire, or 
stretch themselves on beds of iron spikes. 
Others bind themselves with ropes or chains 
to trees until they die. Some keep gazing 
so long and constantly at the heavens that 
the muscles of the neck become contracted, 
and no aliment but liquids can pass into the 
stomach. Annually, at the festival of Siva, 
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people perform horrid ceremonies upon 
themselves, such as casting themselves from 
a height on iron spikes, dancing upon the 
fire, piercing their tongues and sides with 
irons, or drawing living snakes through their 
tongues. Some have two great hooks passed 
through the tender parts of their back, and 
are then swung in the air by them, as repre- 
sented on the next page. This is a most 
horrid ceremony. 

This people are also cruel to one another. 
The rich and powerful in India not unfre- 
quently punish the females of their families 
by causing them to be sewed up in a sack 
and thrown by night into a river or well. 
In those places where the suttee is still con- 
tinued, children are taught to exercise the 
highest degree of cruelty towards their 
mothers. It is these children who stand 
around her funeral pile* And for what? 
To put out the fire ? No ,' but in the name 
of their gods to apply the torch to the fu- 
neral pile which is soon to make them 
orphans in a friendless world. 

Infanticide, or the murder of children, is 
very common. There is a sect of people 
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called the Jatus who make it a point to 
murder their female infants. In the pro- 
vince of Mulva this crime is common On 
a visit to one of the villages in that province, 
a gentleman found that it contained forty-two 
boys ; but not a single girl could he find. 
They had all been slaughtered almost im- 
mediately after their birth. On the Nil- 
gherry hills, where I resided for a short 
time before I left India, there is a sect of 
people called Todurs. When discovered a 
few years ago, it was found that infanticide 
was also common among them. In the 
province of Bengal alone it is supposed 
that one hundred and twenty thousand in- 
fants are destroyed every year ! 

I might proceed to tell you much about 
the superstitions of the people of India, such 
as their tying rings made of shells or iron 
to the wrists of their children soon after their 
birth, to keep off the influence of the devil. 
And I could tell you much about their tem- 
ples, many of which have very obscene 
images upon them, and connected with 
which are tery vile women, who sing very 
bad songs. And I could give you a descrip- 
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tion of the dreadful scenes which are acted 
at some of these temples — scenes which 
once made a missionary (who had been 
about thirty years in India) say, that he 
never beheld an Indian procession without 
its presenting him with an image of hell. 
But I forbear. I have said enough to .show 
you that the Hindoos are a very wi«Jted 
people. Yes, my dear clvildren, they are 
very wicked. I want you to read the first 
chapter of Romans, and when you read it 
to remember that every sin which the apos- 
cle Paul there mentions, they commit, and 
other sins which he does not describe. Yes, 
they commit sins of such a dreadful natute 
that I cannot mention them to you — sins, 
which, if they were writtefc in the Bible, 
the Bible could hardly be opened or read. 

And now, my dear children, I wish to ask 
you a question. Do you not think that you 
ought to be very thankful to God for his 
great goodness in causing you to be born 
in a Christian land, a land so different from 
that dark land of which I have been telling 
you ? For, if you had been box* in that land, 
you might long since have been sacrificed 
to idols, or have been murdered in other 
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ways. You live in a land where you hear 
of the only true God and Jesus Christ whom 
He has sent. 

My dear children, God expects of ypu 
some return for his goodness to you. He 
has told you in his wqrd, (Luke xii. 48,) 
thaf unio whomsoever much is given, of him 
will much be required. What he requires 
of you, in the fir^J place, is to he sorry for all 
the sins you have ever done ; to leave off 
your sins; to give your hearts to Christ; to 
love Him above every thing else, and to liy* 
to> mX J^lory. Now, my question is, have 
you £one and are you doing these things! 
If , not, you are, ungrateful and wicked 
children, and if you die in your present 
state, you will be in a worse condition ^han 
those pfor heathen chilcjren, who never 
heard of a Saviour. Your punishment 
wiM be greater than theirs. They will be 
beaten with fewer stripes^because they did 
not know thejr Master's will as you know it. 
You will be beataji with many stripes, be- 
cause when you know his will you Mo not 
do jt O imy dear children, repent to-day 
Do not put it offuntil to-morrow. To-morrow 
may be too late. You may be lost forever. 
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LETTER VIII. 

My dear Children: — I told you in my 
last letter that God expects you to make 
Him suitable returns for his goodness to you ; 
that He expects you to fonake your sins, and 
love Him supremely. But, this is not all 
that He expects. He expects yon to do all 
in your power, that the poor heathen, of 
whfcm you have been reading, may be de- 
livered from their dreadful condition, and 
that they may become acquainted wkh~the 
Saviour. 

Do you ask me what you can do ? I wiQ 
tell ybu. You can pray for Asm. You can 
give something to send the gospel to them ; 
and some of you, if spared to grow up, can 
go and tell them of the Saviour. Do you 
say that you have no money to give? But 
cannot you earn some ? Many young per- 
sons have done so. This wiH appear from 
the following letters. T&ey weier written 
by Sabbath-school children to «Mr, Hutch- 
ings, one of the missionaries in India. 
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The first says, " I hear that you are going* 
to leave your native country for Ceylon, 
to preach the gospel to the wretched hea- 
then, who live in engrossed darkness. Be- 
sides supporting a school in Ceylon, we are 
going to support five Chinese boys. I earn 
six cents a week for not using tea, one for 
not using sugar, one for not using milk, and 
three for not using coffee." 

Another says, " I feel much interested in 
the cause of missions. I hope you will be 
the means of doing much good. I earn jhe 
money that I carry to the Sabbath-school 
from month to month by knitting, and hope 
•to do more.". 

The third says, "I will now tell you 
that I am an -agent of a small missionary 
society x>f boys. We are going to do all 
*we can to support you, and I think it likely 
that you will have jnore than tiuity dollars 
a year, and I hope you will be able to 
keep over fifty children. I will now tell 
you what I contribute . to the missionary 
cause. In the Sabbath-school I give two 
cents a month, and in another missionary 
society I give five cents a week. The latter 
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is formed by the boys of the day-school, and 
has been in existence five months, and has 
given twerity4hree dollars and one quarter. 
There is now a very good time for boys to 
earn money, as it is gardening time; and 
those men who have boys old enough c<fe 
hire them to dig their gardens, and give as 
much as they think they are worth, and in 
that way they can earn a great deal of »o- 
ney for the missionaries. Or they might ask 
their fathers for a small piece of their gar- 
den, and they might cultivate it and raise 
vegetables, such as lettuce, radishes, beets, 
cabbages and squashes, and sell them and 
get some money for the missionaries. I, 
with three others, have been making matches 
to the amount of ten dollars, and should 
have made more, but the people are pretty 
well supplied. I am going to dig my fa- 
ther's garden, and my mother is going to 
give me a quarter of a dollar for digging it, 
which I am going to give to the missionaries. 
I am going to do all I can, and to earn all I 
can, and save all that I hare, to support the 
missionaries." 
The fourth says, " We get along with our 
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contributions very well. I feel as if I had 
not d6ne enough for the poor heathen chil- 
dren, for there are many of them in this 
world who have not the Bible to read and to 
learn about Jesus Christ; but they bow 
down to blocks of wood and stone. We 
ought to gather all the money we can, to 
supply them with the Bible." 

The fifth says, " I mean to do all I can for 
the missionaries. I feel as if it was my duty 
to give money to the missionaries. Every 
cent of money I have is going to die mis- 
sionaries." 

The sixth says, " I am going to leave off 
buying candy and such little children's no- 
tions, unless it is necessary, and save every 
cent that I can get ai. 1 give it to the mis- 
sionaries." 

The seventh says, " In the African Sab- 
bath-school they have lately formed a Mis- 
sionary Society, and collected about one 
dollar a week, and are going to try to sup- 
port a school in Ceylon of about fortj scho- 
lars. Some of the older scholars, bring be- 
tween two and three dollars a year. In one 
Sabbath-school they contribute every month, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SABBATH-SCHOOL CHILDREN. Wl 

and hare collected during the last six months 
about one hundred and thirty dollars. They 
have monthly meetings and addresses. A 
letter from Mr. Stephens, missionary to 
Canton, was read at our last missionary 
meeting, and three addresses were made. 
The meetings of the Missionary Association 
are very pleasant. A few weeks ago, a 
missionary from ths Choctaws made us an 
address, and afterwards sung us a hymn in 
the Choctaw language, which sounded very 
strange to me. In some of the day-schools 
in this city, the girls have formed sewing 
societies, and make pin-cushions, needle- 
books, emery bags, and the like, and seni 
the money that is got from the sale of them 
to the missionaries, to be used for the hea- 
then. There are seven Sabbath-schools in 
this town, and in each of them a Missionary 
Association; so that in all about five hun- 
dred dollars are sent from the Sabbath- 
schools every year." 

The eighth says, " We have bound our- 
selves to bring four cents a week ; but our 
contributions have always exceeded that 
number. We have been expecting to do 
4 
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more in future than we hare ever done be 
fore." 

The ninth says, " O that I could be an in 
strument of doing good to some poor hea- 
then. It makes my heart ache to hear the 
accounts given of their ignorance and su- 
perstition. It makes me perfectly willing 
to use self-denial, if it can be of any benefit 
to them. It seems to me, as though we, a 
little band of Sabbath-school scholars, might 
be willing to make some efforts, while the 
missionaries deprive themselves of their 
native country, to go to a far distant land to 
teach the poor heathen the way of salva- 
tion." 

The tenth says, " I can try to save their 
souls, if I am not there. I can work for 
them and send some money to you to buy 
them Bibles, and I can pray for them ; and 
if I should save some souls, O tow would 
they thank me. But if I did not send my 
money, nor care any thing about them, and 
I should not go to heaven, and they should 
be lost, how they would rise up in judgment 
against me, and say, 'If we had had the 
privileges that you had, we should not be 
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here V how thankful we ought to be, that 
we were not bom in heathen lands. O if 
the poor heathen could only have such privi- 
leges as we have, how thankful would they 
be ; and if we were bom in heathen lands, I 
do not doubt that they would come and tall 
us about the Saviour." 
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LETTER IX. 

My pear Children :— Now, after all you 
have read in my former letters, I ask, if you 
cannot earn or save some money to send 
the gospel to the heathen? Cannot you earn 
at least one cent a week, for the good of 
others ? Year before last, the children be- 
longing to the Methodist Society in England 
brought in nearly two millions of pennies, or 
nearly twenty thousand dollars, to send the 
gospel to the heathen. 

Suppose, my dear children, that a person 
was to be burned to death to-morrow, and you 
could save his life by giving a cent a week 
for a whole year to come, would you not 
give it ? Methinks I hear each of you say, 
I will give so much and even more. Think, 
then, of the many poor women who are 
burned to death in India, and ask yourselves, 
if you are not willing to give at least a cent 
a week, to send the gospel to prevent this ; 
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or to give it to send the gospel to other coun- 
tries where other similar evils exist. 

I told you before, that women are still 
burned on the funeral pile in India. Let me 
relate the particulars of one case, to show 
you how they suffer. A young widow, four- 
teen years of age, soon after the death of 
her husband, proceeded to burn herself upon 
a pile prepared by her near relations aad set 
on fire by her uncle. She soon leaped from 
the flame, was seized, taken up by the hands 
and feet, and again thrown upon it, much 
burned. She again sprang from the pile, 
and running to a well hard by, laid herself 
down in the water-course, bitterly weeping. 
A sheet was then offered, and she was de- 
sired by her uncle to place herself upon it. 
She refused, saying that he would carry her 
again to the fire, and she would rather quit 
the family and live by beggary, if they 
would have mercy upon her. At length, on 
her uncle's swearing by the river Ganges, 
(a mare solemn oath, perhaps, could not be 
made by them,) that if she would seat herself 
upon the cloth, he would carry her home, she 
4* 
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did so, but she was instantly bound up in it, 
carried to the pile, now fiercely burning, 
and again thrown into the flames. The 
wretched victim tried once more to save 
herself, when, at the instigation of the rest, 
a Mohammedan approached near enough to 
reach her with his sword, and cutting her 
through the head, she fell back, and ex 
pired. 

I repeat it, my dear children, would you 
not be willing to give at least one cent a 
week to prevent such sufferings ? 

I have already said, that some of you, if 
spared to grow up, can go and tell the hea- 
then of the Saviour. Some of those dear 
children, whose letters you have been read- 
ing, said that they would like to go for this 
purpose. One says, "I think it ought to 
make us shudder when we remember so 
many millions of our fellow-creatures that 
are perishing for want of the gospel. If 
God should call me to go and be a mis- 
sionary, I think that I would be willing to 
leave all to go and teach the poor heathen, 
who know nothing of God and Christ." 
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Another says, "I should like to go and be 
a missionary, and instruct the poor heathen 
children to love God." 

Another says, " I like this plan of getting 
money for the heathen. I have been selling 
matches that I made. I got five dollars, 
just as many dollars as I am years old. I 
think I shall be a missionary, and come and 
help you. I hope I shall see you again when 
£ come to Ceylon. I should teach a school 
there when I get to be a man. I shall be 
as usefulaslcan. Tell the heathen children 
they must love God and be good children* 
They must not give the children to the cro- 
codiles, nor throw them into the water ; and 
th<jy must not worship wooden and brass 
gods j they must worship the true God, and 
keep his commandments." 

Another says, "I like to send money to 
help the poor heathen to learn to read the 
Bible and other good books. I think it 
will be pleasant to sail across the ocean and 
to teach them to turn from their idols, and I 
think that when I get to be a man I shall 
help to show them how to read the Bible 
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and a great many other good books, for I 
feel very happy after I have been doing 
good. I would teach them not to lay them- 
selves down before Juggernaut and be 
crushed to death ; and I would teach them 
not to burn themselves to death on the fune- 
ral pile; but I hope that somebody will 
teach them better before I get old enough 
to go myself." 

.Another says, " I mean to save something 
to Send to you to help support one school. 
Should my life be spared and the way open 
at some future day, I think I should be will- 
ing to leave my native home to go to some 
distant land, to tell the heathen of a Saviour 
whom I hope I have found. I hope that I 
pray for and give to the heathen from 
right motives." 

Another says, " If you are ever in want 
of money, just please to send on to me, and 
I will endeavour to raise all that you want. 
If I live to be a man, I hope to be a mis- 
sionary to Ceylon or China." 

And now, my dear children, what do you 
think about becoming missionaries? If 
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God should spare your lives until you grow 
up, will you not go to a heathen land to tell 
them of a Saviour, if Christians should leave 
them in darkness so long ? 

I want you to ask yourselves this ques- 
tion, every Sabbath morning, while on your 
way to your Sabbath-school, " Am I to be a 
missionary to the heathen?" 
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My dear Children:— If you have rea£ 
the letters already written, you have learned 
much of the present wretchedness of the 
heathen. But this is not the worst of their 
case. Their spiritual wretchedness is much 
more deplorable than their temporal wretch- 
edness. They are enemies to God. They 
Know nothing of the Saviour. "They are 
all gone out of the way ; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one." 

Now, I need hardly tell you, that it is not 
possible for a people who are in such a 
state to enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
And will you not pray for these poor hea- 
then? Will you not give your money to 
send the gospel to them : and after you are 
grown up, will you not go and tell them of 
the Saviour ? These questions I asked of 
you before : but it is well that I should ask 
them again ; for I wish them to be impressed 
on you? minds. 

If you will attend to all I have requested, 
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you may, with the blessing of the Holy 
Spirit, be the means of doing much good, 
and of honouring that precious Saviour who 
has done so much for you. Through your 
instrumentality, many of the poor heathen 
children may be rescued from idolatry, and 
at last go to heaven. This will appear from 
the following account of two or three chil- 
dren, who were formerly connected with the 
schools in Ceylon. 

One of them was a little girl. After she 
had learned many things about Christ, she 
not unfrequently read the Scriptures to the 
little girls in the school to which she be- 
longed, and prayed with them. She used 
also to read the Scriptures to her father and 
mother, and to pray before them. The 
grandfather, who died a few days before her, 
was a very wicked man, and pulled her by 
the hair and beat her because she read and 
prayed. This she bore patiently, but con- 
tinued to read and pray, as before. When 
very ill, I visited her. She told me that she 
was going to heaven. I was not in th* 
house when she died. Her mother lold me 
something about her last moments. Her de- 
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scription of her death was very remarkable* 
"She frayed, was silent, and died." 

The other was a little boy, who wished 
very much to be baptized and taken into 
the church ; and though his mother opposed 
him, he was resolved that he would follow 
Christ. When he was very ill with the 
cholera, the disease of which he died, she 
wished to make offerings to one of her 
idols, in order that he might be restored to 
health. But he told her not to do so. " I 
do not worship idols," said he ; "I worship 
Christ, my Saviour. If he is pleased to 
spare me a little longer in the world, it will 
be well ; if not, I shall go to Him." The 
last words he uttered were, as his brother 
informed me, "I am going to Christ the 
Lord." 

A little girl, thirteen years old, belonging 
to the boarding-school in Ceylon, was con- 
verted. After her admission to the church, 
she wished to go and see her mother, who 
was a heathen, for the purpose of convers- 
ing with her about her soul's concerns. On 
reaching home, her mother expressed much 
pleasure in seeing her, spread a mat for her 
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to sit down, and (as the first act of the mo- 
ther on such occasions is to provide some- 
thing for her children to eat) she told her 
that she would go and cook some rice for 
her. The little girl told her that she was 
not hungry, and did not wish to eat, but 
wanted to talk with her. The mother replied 
that she would talk with her after she had 
prepared her rice. The little girl persisted 
in her wishes, telling her mother, that as 
she worshipped idols and might lose her 
soul, she had a desire to speak with her 
about Jesus Christ. . The mother expressed 
her disapprobation of what she had said, 
and as the child still continued to say that 
she wished to talk with her, she threatened 
to punish her. The little girl said in reply, 
"Mother, though you do whip me, I must 
talk with you about Jesus Christ ;" and she 
began to weep. The mother's heart was 
broken. She sat down, and her little 
daughter talked with her and prayed with 
her. The child's interest in her behalf was 
so great, that she was heard praying for 
her mother during all parts of the night, as 
her father (who was a Christian) afterwards 
5 
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declared. The result was, that the mother 
forsook her idols and became a Christian ; 
and her conversion was followed by the 
conversion of one or two others. 

And now, my dear children, I bid you 
farewell. May the blessing of God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost rest upon you, 
and may He prepare you at last to meet me 
in heaven. After awhile, I expect, with Di- 
vine permission, to return to a hsatnen land, 
and I should be very glad if you would 
write to me from time to time, and tell me 
of all you are doing for the poor people 
there and in other parts of the world.* 

* A small volume, entitled « The Way for a Child 
to do Good," published by the American Sunday- 
school Union, will farther aid the reader in ascer- 
taining the path of duty in respect to the subject of 
these letters. 
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To Sabbath-school and other Teachers. 

In the great movement of evangelizing 
the world, your station is unutterably import- 
ant. Mighty instrumentalities are, by God 
the Holy Ghost, put into your hands. The 
hope of the church is, to a great extent, 
in her Sabbath-schools — the field from which 
she is to gather most of her members, de- 
fenders and heralds. To you, in connexion 
with parents and pastors, is given the 
charge of their training. You are to dis- 
cipline their early affections, and do all in 
your power to fasten them on proper objects 
— to plant some ruling principle . in their 
minds. In short, their moral culture is in 
your charge, and momentous interests de- 
pend upon their early training. The heart 
of the coming generation is, to a considera- 
ble extent, committed to your charge while 
it is soft and tender, like the melted wax ; 
and you are placing your stamp upon it, and 
leaving impressions which time cannot ef- 
face. How great and solemn, then, is your 
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trust ! You are hewing out the foundation 
stones and the pillars for that spiritual edi- 
fice which is soon to be the American church. 
You are shaping the moral character of 
those who are to stand up in your places, 
and live and act for the conversion of the 
world, when you are in the grave. 

The world is not likely to be converted 
during this generation, if Christians continue 
to neglect the work as they have done. The 
heathens are perishing, and there are enough 
men and wealth in the church : but there is 
an apathy, too, which makes wealth and 
talent no blessing. The church, which 
should be a fountain flooding the unevan- 
gelized nations with its healing streams, is 
like a sluggish pool, the waters of which 
have just activity enough to keep them from 
fatal stagnation. She has not been properly 
educated from infancy to pray and give and 
labour for the heathen. 

And shall it always be so? Shall the 
next generation grow up under the same 
influences! Shall the children who are the 
hope of the church, and who are intrusted 
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to your care, be educated in a love for the 
heathen, that it may grow with their growth 
and strengthen with their strength? Shall 
the story of their perishing condition be in- 
terwoven with every thought of home and 
Sabbath-school and gospel privileges ? Shall 
they be taught that the conversion of the 
world is to be the grand aim of their lives ; 
and shall their young hearts be fired with am- 
bition to effect it? Shall they grow up in 
habits of self-denial, and learn to give with 
joy their substance and themselves to spread 
the gospel? Answer me, my brother and 
my sister ; you who have the charge of these 
schools ; answer me. It is for you to say, for 
you may move machinery, which, through 
the Holy Spirit, shall move, the world. Ha- 
milcar mafde his son Hannibal, at the age of 
nine years, swear to his god, that he would 
never be at peace with the Romans ; and after- 
wards with his Carthaginian legions, he cross- 
ed the Alps, and ravaged the plains of Italy. 
Do you teach the children of your charge 
to make a covenant with Jehovah, that they 
will never be at peace with the kingdom of 
Satan ; but wage relentless war with the in- 
5* 
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stitutions of idolatry? Have yotUne conver- 
sion of the world always before you, and do 
you regard your classes as instruments for 
the work ? 

Missionaries of the cross must be trained 
up in the Sabbath-schools, and those who 
shall sustain them must be also trained in 
them. It is said that nineteen out of twenty 
of the British missionaries became pious, or 
received their first permanent religious im- 
pressions in Sabbath-schools. 

The wants and woes of the present race 
of the heathen, as well as the wants and 
woes of the unborn millions who shall 
spring up to fill their places, call upon you 
to labour with the rising generation. The 
apathy of the church, its unemployed ener- 
gies and stored wealth, which are abundant 
to give the gospel now to every living crea- 
ture, call upon you to labour prayerfully, 
diligently and perseveringly with the chil- 
dren under your care, that the church of the 
coming generation may have its branches 
spread over all the world. 

THE END. 
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